
Diocese of Orange Bishops, California Catholic Conference, Catholic Health Care
Ministries and Catholic Charities Support Covid-19 Vaccinations
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Following is a statement from the bishops of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Orange, regarding 
COVID-19 vaccines. “The Bishops of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Orange fully support the
California Catholic Conference’s statement on the COVID-19 vaccinations. After thorough research
and reviewing the statement from the Pontifical Academy for Life, we find the vaccines morally
acceptable and imperative in the ongoing effort to curb the coronavirus pandemic. We are hopeful and
encouraged by the promise these scientific breakthroughs represent, and urge the 1.3 million Catholics
in Orange County to take any and all appropriate steps to protect themselves and their families. We
pray for them as we pray for the world. We still have much work to do, but we now have hope and a
path forward rooted in the healing ministry of Jesus Christ.  We place our trust and confidence in the
providence of God.” 

– Bishop Kevin Vann, Bishop Thanh Thai Nguyen, Bishop Timothy Freyer

  Sau ?ây là b?n tuyên b? c?a các ??c giám m?c Giáo Ph?n Orange, Giáo H?i Công Giáo Rôma, 
v? nh?ng thu?c tiêm ch?ng COVID-19. “Các ??c Giám M?c Giáo Ph?n Orange, Giáo H?i Công Giáo
Rôma, hoàn toàn ?ng h? tuyên b? c?a H?i ??ng Công Giáo California v? nh?ng thu?c tiêm ch?ng
COVID-19. Sau khi tra c?u k? l??ng và xem xét tuyên b? t? Hàn Lâm Vi?n Giáo Hoàng v? S? S?ng,
chúng tôi th?y r?ng nh?ng thu?c tiêm ch?ng phù h?p v?i luân lý ??o ??c và thi?t th?c trong n? l?c liên
l? ki?m ch? ??i d?ch coronavirus. Chúng tôi hy v?ng và l?c quan v?i nh?ng ??t phá khoa h?c này h?a
h?n, và kh?n kho?n kêu g?i 1,3 tri?u ng??i Công Giáo ? Qu?n Cam th?c hi?n b?t k? và t?t c? nh?ng
b??c thích h?p ?? b?o v? b?n thân và gia ?ình c?a h?. Chúng tôi c?u nguy?n cho h? c?ng nh? cho
toàn th? gi?i. Chúng ta v?n còn nhi?u vi?c c?n ph?i làm, nh?ng gi? ?ây chúng ta có hy v?ng và có
???c con ???ng phía tr??c, kh?i ?i t? s? v? ch?a lành c?a Chúa Giêsu Kitô. Chúng ta ??t tr?n ni?m tin
t??ng và phó thác vào s? quan phòng c?a Thiên Chúa.” 

– ??c Cha Kevin Vann, ??c Cha Nguy?n Thái, ??c Cha Timothy Freyer

  Los Obispos de la Diócesis Católica Romana de Orange apoyan plenamente la declaración de la
Conferencia Católica de California sobre las vacunas del COVID-19.  Después de estudiar y revisar el
documento de la Academia Pontificia de la Vida, encontramos las vacunas moralmente aceptables e
imperativas en el esfuerzo continuo para frenar la pandemia del coronavirus. Tenemos la esperanza y
estamos alentados por la promesa de estos progresos científicos, y urgimos a nuestros 1.3 millones
de feligreses católicos en el Condado de Orange a tomar todo y cualquier paso apropiado en
protegerse a sí mismo y a sus familias. Oramos por ellos y por nuestro mundo. Tenemos todavía
mucho por hacer, pero tenemos ahora la esperanza y un camino hacia delante enraizado en el
ministerio sanador de Cristo. Ponemos toda nuestra esperanza y confianza en las manos de Dios. 

– Bishop Kevin Vann, Bishop Thanh Thai Nguyen, Bishop Timothy Freyer

  

Following is a statement from the California Catholic Conference regarding COVID-19 vaccines.
Vietnamese Translation Spanish Translation The California Catholic Conference affirms that the 
imminent Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 vaccines are morally acceptable and commit to 
working closely with Catholic health care ministries and Catholic Charities to:
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https://rcbo.staging.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/Hội-Dồng-Công-Giáo-California-California-Catholic-Conference.pdf
https://www.cacatholic.org/vacunas-covid


Promote and encourage COVID-19 vaccinations in collaboration with state and local 
governments and other entities;
Advocate on behalf of vulnerable populations to ensure that they have access to safe and 
effective COVID-19 vaccines; and,
Provide regular and accurate information to parishioners and the community in support of 
morally acceptable, safe and effective COVID-19 vaccines.

  Life has changed this year in ways few of us could have imagined. The COVID-19 pandemic has
brought loss of life and livelihood to every community, rich and poor. We mourn for those who have
died and for their families, and we offer our prayers and assistance to those struggling with loss of
businesses, unemployment, loneliness, anxiety and other traumas brought on by this calamity.
Fortunately, two COVID-19 vaccine candidates will likely be granted emergency use authorization from
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) before the end of the year, and one or more vaccines will
likely become widely available in 2021. While the vaccines are still under review, they have been
extensively studied in rigorous clinical trials and early safety and effectiveness findings look promising.
The chairs of the U.S. Catholic Conference of Bishops’ Committees on Doctrine and Pro-Life Activities,
the Catholic Health Association and other respected moral theologians have found the early vaccine
candidates to be morally acceptable. We welcome this news and look forward to the distribution of safe
and effective vaccines with a sense of relief, while recognizing the formidable logistical challenges that
lay ahead for vaccine developers, health care providers, governments and others. All the
arch/dioceses in California, together with Catholic health care ministries and Catholic Charities, support
the eradication of disease that disrupts human life. The Pfizer and Moderna vaccines promote health in
face of a devastating pandemic that no one expected. We want to reemphasize that the origins of the
vaccines are morally acceptable from a Catholic perspective and their advancement fosters the
common good. We also affirm that those who are most vulnerable must have a privileged place in their
distribution and allocation. Therefore, California dioceses, various state and local outreach ministries,
Catholic health care systems and hospitals offer to assist with this massive undertaking in the following
ways: The California Catholic Conference, Catholic health care systems and Catholic Charities commit
to promoting and encouraging COVID-19 vaccinations in the communities we serve. Dioceses
have a special relationship with Catholic health care providers and will work closely with them and rely
heavily on their guidance. Many also already work with other providers, such as in bringing health care
to farmworkers. These collaborations will be utilized as appropriate and new ones established when
they can be helpful. The dioceses and the Catholic health systems will also continue to work with the
California governor’s office, the Department of Public Health, and county and local public health
agencies. Our collaboration commits to strong outreach to vulnerable populations such as
farmworkers, undocumented individuals and low-wage earners who seek guidance and assistance
from our ministries. Much of this work will focus on promoting or establishing, if necessary, safe
locations for undocumented individuals and others who may not have regular access to health care,
are unsure of the motives behind the vaccination or are not certain where to turn for help. We commit
to providing clear information to parishioners and communities in support of safe and effective
vaccines. At a time when misinformation clouds our public discourse it is critical that we focus our
efforts on clear, culturally appropriate and effective messaging. It is also vitally important that we work
together in a spirit of solidarity and cooperation. As Pope Francis recently expressed: At a time when 
everything seems to disintegrate and lose consistency, it is good for us to appeal to the “solidity” born 
of the consciousness that we are responsible for the fragility of others as we strive to build a common 
future. Solidarity finds concrete expression in service, which can take a variety of forms in an effort to 
care for others. And service in great part means “caring for vulnerability, for the vulnerable members of 
our families, our society, our people”… Service always looks to their faces, touches their flesh, senses 
their closeness and even, in some cases, ‘suffers’ that closeness and tries to help them. Service is 
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never ideological, for we do not serve ideas, we serve people. [115] – Fratelli tutti, Pope Francis, 2020
Finally, we offer a special thanks to the health care professionals who have and will continue to care
for the sick; to essential workers that enable society to continue functioning; for scientists and
researchers who brought us to this moment; to teachers and parents struggling to educate children; to
workers in ministries finding innovative ways to bring spiritual and corporal resources to congregations;
and to everyone who has helped carry the burden of others during this pandemic. We pray for them as
we pray for the world. We still have much work to do, but we now have hope and a path forward rooted
in the healing ministry of Jesus Christ. We place our trust and confidence in the providence of God. 
??? ??
12? 3, 2020
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